
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tuesday 18 February 
First LiL session for 2025                                 
10:00am - 11:30am 
 

Wednesday 19 February 
Meet the Staff Open Classrooms and 
Breakfast Barbeque 8:00am - 9:00am 
   

Wednesday 5 March 
Whole school assembly 1:40pm 
 

Thursday 6 March 
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra        
incursion K - Gr 6 
 

Friday 7 March 
School Athletics Carnival 
 

Monday 10 March 
Public Holiday (8 Hour Day) 
 

Wednesday 12 March 
Ditto’s Keep Safe Adventure K - Gr 2 

 

Wednesday 12 - Monday 24 March 
NAPLAN (Year 3 & 5 students) 
 

Saturday 15 March 
Bream Creek Show 
 

Thursday 27 March 
SPSSA Division E Athletics Carnival  
 
 

 
 

TERM DATES—2025 
 

 

Term 1 
Thursday 6 February - Friday 11 April 
Easter: Friday 18 April - Tuesday 22 April 
 

Term 2 
Monday 28 April - Friday 4 July 
 

Term 3 
Monday 21 July—Friday 26 September 
 

Term 4 
Monday 13 October - Thursday 18 December 
 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING  
& MODERATION DAYS —2024 
 

 
 

 

Monday 3  - Wednesday 5 February 
 

Friday 6 June 
 

Friday 24 October 

ISSUE NO  1 —  12 FEBRUARY 2025 
 

Dear Families, 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you and 

your children back to Dunalley Primary School 

after the summer holidays.  We are filled with 

excitement and anticipation for the adventures 

and learning experiences that lie ahead. 

As we return to school, we reflect on the 

importance of community and partnership.  At 

Dunalley Primary School we value the close 

relationships we build with parents and carers, as 

these are essential to our students' success. We 

encourage open communication and invite you to 

reach out to us at any time with any questions or 

concerns.  
 

New Initiatives 

This year we are introducing several new 

programs aimed at enhancing our students' 

academic and extracurricular experiences. Some 

of these include introducing the new specialist 

class of Visual and Performing Arts, extensions of 

our cooking and gardening programs, gifted 

online extension courses, and continuing 

connections to our wider community through 

outdoor pursuits via our whole school Positive 

Behaviour Support System. Some experiences on 

offer to our students early in the 2025 year are; 

bush walking, surfing, fishing and exploring the 

amazing natural terrain that our area has to offer.  
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 Courage—Accepting challenges and embracing opportunities 

 Growth—Aspiring to learn, and improving even when it is tough 

 Respect—Caring for ourselves, each other and our environment 

 Responsibility—Stepping up and doing what is right 

 Connection—Building positive relationships and a sense of belonging  



Community Events 

Throughout the year we will host various events 

that foster a sense of community and provide 

opportunities for our students to shine.  We look 

forward to sharing these with you through our 

regular newsletters and communication plat-

forms.  

We are excited to invite you to our first event for 

the year, our Meet the Staff Open Classrooms 

and Breakfast BBQ which will be held next 

Wednesday 19 February from 8:00am to 

9:00am. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet 

our dedicated staff, explore our classrooms, 

and enjoy some delicious food together. 

The plan for the morning will be as follows: 

8:00am – 8:30am Open classrooms for you to 
explore and meet our teachers. 

8:30am – 9:00am A BBQ gathering outside 

the Kitchen/Gym area where you can have a      
sausage in bread and mingle with staff and  
other families.  

 

Support for your Child 

We recognise that a strong partnership         

between home and school is crucial for         

students’ success.  We ask that you continue to 

support your child's learning by encouraging 

them to stay engaged and motivated through-

out the year and also staying up to date with 

current school information through our online 

platform of Seesaw.  
 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions or need further      

information, please do not hesitate to contact 

us.  Our doors are always open, and we look 

forward to working with you to make this year a 

productive and enjoyable one for all. 

Thank you for your continued support.  We wish 

you and your child/ren a wonderful year ahead. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

 

SEAN RYAN 

Principal 

 

 

During the hotter months we have had 

some discussion and clarification of our   

uniform policy and in particular, the length 

and tightness of shorts that align with our 

Dunalley Primary School Uniform Policy 

‘purposes’ that are:  

• to encourage a sense of personal 

pride and pride in the school 

• to put the focus on students’ true iden-

tities 

• to provide a reasonable priced, warm 

and readily available form of clothing 

• to identify members of our school in 

the school community and out of 

school visits and performances 

• to eliminate competitive dressing 

among students – reducing peer   

pressure and discrimination 

• to develop a sense of unity. 

To ensure that this policy is upheld, we are 

requesting that our students attend school 

in an appropriate length of short when the 

weather is warmer ie shorts that cover to at 

least the middle of the thigh. Running 

shorts etc that are black, or navy and the 

equivalent are permitted as part of our    

uniform as we want to encourage our     

students to run and play and not be        

restricted by their clothing, but please    

consider the length and tightness of these 

garments to ensure they still adhere to our 

uniform policy and school expectations.  

Family members are encouraged to seek 

clarification on their child’s uniform or seek 

further information on our Uniform Policy if 

needed. Families are also encouraged to 

discuss different items of clothing and their 

suitability with class teachers. Please also 

expect class teachers to reach out to you 

proactively if they notice any attire that 

does not adhere to our unform policy, as 

this is a requirement of their teaching role 

to ensure that our policies are upheld.  





 

As parents or carers, you can make a big         

difference in helping your children want to    

attend school every day.  

Getting your children into an everyday   

routine on school mornings can be          

extremely helpful eg getting them up at the 

same time, breakfast at the same time, 

leaving for school (or the school bus) at the 

same time each day, will help them get to 

school on time. 

Children who arrive late to school usually 

miss the day’s plan and often feel unsure 

when joining their class late. 

 

 

We request that all parents/carers sign in/out       

students arriving late or departing early.  This 

is done electronically in the front office foyer.  

 

A reminder that it is the responsibility of     
parents and also a courtesy to ensure that 
all changes to students’ end of day         
arrangements are communicated to both 
the school and the child’s bus driver.  This 
includes instances where there is a bus 
swap, or your child is catching a bus which 
is not their usual routine eg attending an 
after school birthday party. 

Our default method of fortnightly newsletter 
distribution is by email,   however if you 
prefer a paper copy sent home with your 
eldest child, please phone the school or 
email:  

dunalley.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au   

with your request. 

 

 

A reminder that all students are required to 
wear their school hat for all outdoor          
activities between 9:00am and 3:00pm and 
when the UV is 3 and above.  

We don’t have a supply of school hats for       
borrowing, so it is essential that students 
bring their own hat to school 

 

 

 
 

Breakfast Club is available to students   

Monday to Friday every week 

Our expectations of students attending 

Breakfast Club: 

• Arrive no later than 8:40am. 

• Collect toast/milo from the kitchen, then 

find a space in the garden/at the table to 

sit and eat. 

• One milo only is permitted. 

• Plates and/or cups must be returned to the 

sink area, and students are asked to help 

clean up when possible. 
 

BEST MANNERS ARE EXPECTED! 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 5 MARCH 

at 1:40pm 

Grade 5/6 presenting 
 

ALL WELCOME! 



 

Under no circumstances will medication be        

administered to students unless authority Is 

received from a student’s medical           

practitioner, parent or guardian. 

Prescribed medication (short or long term - 

including antibiotics can only be              

administered to students when the          

appropriate form has been completed and 

signed by the child’s medical practitioner, 

pharmacist or practice nurse. 

Non-prescribed medication can only be   

administered to students when the          

appropriate form has been completed and 

signed by the child’s parent or guardian. 

In all instances, medication must be    

handed in to the office in the original     

container, with the chemist’s instruction  

label attached. 

Non-prescribed oral medication, such as          

analgesics (pain killers ie Panadol) and 

over-the-counter medication cannot be   

administered by school staff.  Fever, head-

ache, earache, toothache etc are            

considered symptoms of conditions that   

require further investigation by an            

appropriate health practitioner. 

No medication is to be self-administered,        

including cough mixture, flu tablets and          

medicated creams/ointments. 

All forms authorising administration of           

medication may be obtained from the 

school  office. 

 

 

If your child has asthma, please let the 
school know immediately.  We’ll send you 
out an  Asthma Action Plan for completion 
by your child’s doctor.   

 

 

It is also vital that you update us on any 
change to your child’s asthma           
condition. 

 

 

The people at greatest risk of death from     
asthma are those whose asthma is not          
considered severe. 
 

Because they rarely have an attack, or only   
usually have a mild attack, there’s a       
tendency for the person with asthma or 
their carer not to take precautions – such 
as having a blue/grey reliever puffer     
available at all times. They are also less 
likely to know how to use their  medications 
and devices properly and know what to do 
in an emergency.  

 

 

So when you have a bad attack - and that 
can happen even if you’ve never had one 
before – they tend to panic and have no 
medication  available. That is unfortunately 
why people who have mild asthma die.  
 
 

It’s also imperative that asthma sufferers 
take their reliever with a spacer at all times 
to ensure they are receiving the maximum 
amount of medication into their lungs. 
 
 

If you need any help or advice 

on asthma or associated allergies, 

please phone Asthma Australia 

on 1800 555 660. 

 

https://asthma.org.au  

 

Student Information Validation Forms 
were distributed to families last week.   
To ensure that we have accurate up-to-
date details on your child/ren, please 
return these forms to school as soon as 
possible.   

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Asthma&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=odRejKm9PI9raM&tbnid=LiTWj7jES0wKIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.oceankeysfp.com.au/&ei=XXCQUYPEB8avkgXN8oHAAQ&bvm=bv.46340616,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNESuG5N8kECt7XkKYNlGMWiKZhNaQ&ust=1




  

It is a DECYP requirement and also a      
courtesy that parents contact the school 
when their child is absent for any reason,       
preferably on the date of the absence.  This 
can be by any of the methods below:  

Phone: 6253 5151 

Email:  dunalley.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au  

 

Messages via other students or siblings are 

not   acceptable.  After a prolonged absence 

(3 – 5 days) a doctor’s certificate may be    

required.   

Attending school every day has a big impact 

on how well your child goes at school.       

Because of this, the Education Act limits the 

reasons a child can be authorised from 

school attendance. 

Reasons your child can be authorised to be     

absent from school include: 

• Sickness/incapacity 

• Medical, legal or related appointments 

• Natural disaster or extreme weather       

preventing your child from safely         

attending school 

• Family bereavement 

• Participating in a recognised learning           

experience. 

Absences for family holidays, birthdays or 

other  similar reasons ARE NOT valid       

reasons for students not to attend school.  

These absences will be marked as 

‘Unauthorised – not an excusable              

circumstance.’   

Please contact the school in advance when 

an extended absence (5 or more school 

days) is planned.  In this instance a            

Notification of an Intended Extended         

Absence form is to be completed and signed 

by a parent/carer when discussing the       

absence reason with a school staff member 

prior to the intended absence. 

These forms will be available from class 

teachers and the office. 

 

 

‘Nuts’ and ‘nut products’ refer to any foods 

which contain specific pieces of any nut type in 

them or on top of them.  It also refers to foods 

such as  Peanut Butter or Nutella which are 

produced specifically from nuts. 

The following guidelines are for all staff,       

students,  parents and community members 

whilst at Dunalley Primary which, if followed, 

will minimise the risk of an allergic, potentially 

life-threatening reaction to a member/s of the 

school population. 
 

DON’T SEND TO SCHOOL: 

• Any fresh nut products. 

• Any spread containing nuts (all nuts, eg 

peanut butter, nutella). 

• Any muesli bar, biscuit or other product 

THAT LISTS NUTS AS AN INGREDIENT. 

• Packages of mixed fruit (eg trail mix) that    

contain nuts as well. 

• Recycled containers that may have       

contained nuts eg cereal, peanut butter 

jars, biscuits. 

If your child eats a nut product for breakfast (eg 

peanut butter on toast), washing hands and    

brushing teeth before arriving at school will  

reduce the chance of exposing an allergic child 

to nut allergen at Dunalley Primary School (eg 

on the bathroom taps, computer mouse,    

climbing equipment etc). 

All children are to be discouraged from    

swapping food. 

Dunalley Primary School will promptly update 

all parents if circumstances change and there is 

a need to modify policy information. 

 

For further information, 

please visit Anaphylaxis Australia: 

http://www.allergyfacts.org.au/ 

mailto:dunalley.primary@education.tas.gov.au
http://www.allergyfacts.org.au/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=no+nuts+sign&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kL0ZtxfU16FIfM&tbnid=oafTpi2oT1YR_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.cakesnextday.com/faq.php&ei=F1A1UdDLGcaOlQX9woG4Aw&bvm=bv.43148975,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEfRoANjb5OXDiU0zJ4e2DET


Welcome back for another school year – we’re excited for what’s ahead!  

Start the year right by making every school day count.  

There are lots of things you can do to set your child up for success:  

 

Make sure your child goes to school, every day  

Going to school every day gives your child every chance to learn and grow, and connect with 

their mates and teachers. It’s where bright futures start and where they’ll benefit the most.  

 

Get them excited for school  

If you show a positive attitude and excitement towards school, your child will pick up on that. The 

most common thing we hear from students, of all ages, is that school is where they can:  

• spend time with their friends and teachers 

• create new and fun experiences 

• find their interests 

• learn new things 

• open up their options – for whatever future they want (whether that’s their dream job or 

to travel around the world).  

Share these positives with your child.  

 

Talk to your child about school  

Open up a conversation with your child about what’s happening at school.  It will help you to  bet-

ter support their interests and confidence in learning.  If you show an interest in school, they’ll 

know that getting an education is important and valued. 

 

Celebrate the milestones  

Big and small! Celebrate milestones such as making it through the first day or week of school.  

Remember: all milestones look different. If it’s a big achievement for your child, it’s important to 

recognise it.  

 

Set up a time to talk to your child’s teacher or principal  

If you’re struggling to get your child to school, help is available.  Please talk to us at school about 

your situation.  We’ll support you, in whatever way we can.  

 

Know when to seek help  

There is no weakness in admitting you need help.  If your child has completely disengaged with 

school, and not attending at all, there is support to help you.  In the first instance, talk to us at 

school.  

 

For more helpful tips, check out the Anything can happen website. 











CONTACT DETAILS 

20 Bay Street Dunalley TAS 7177 

Phone  03 6253 5151   

Email  dunalley.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

Web  https://dunalleyprimary.education.tas.edu.au/ 

 

 TERM 1: 

 Thursday 6 February - Friday 11 April 

 (Easter: Friday 18 April—Tuesday 22 April) 

 TERM 2: 

 Monday 28 April  - Friday 4 July 

 TERM 3: 

 Monday 21 July  - Friday 26 September 

 TERM 4: 

 Monday 13 October - Thursday 18 December 

Monday 3 February—Wednesday 5 February 

Friday 6 June 

Friday 24 October 

 

   

 

 

The Student Assistance Scheme (STAS) provides assistance to low income families from          

Kindergarten to Year 12.  Families who meet the eligibility of STAS are not required to pay levies.  
 

Please note that if you are already receiving student assistance you do not need to complete a 

form.  Families who are advised by letter that they are approved for STAS 2025, and who need to 

add another student can email their full name and the name, date of birth and grade of the student 

in 2025 to stas@decyp.tas.gov.au and the newly enrolling student will be added to their file.  

2025 approval letters also provide the facility to add a new student and return by email or post. 

The online form can be completed here:  

https://stasonlinesubmission.education.tas.gov.au  
 

Once a validated form is completed the Department for Education, Children and Young People will 

confirm the outcome of your application in writing.  This process takes approximately 14 days.  
 

We understand this online option may not be possible for all families, so if you require a hard copy 

form please contact the school or stas@decyp.tas.gov.au or phone 1800 827 055. 

mailto:XXX@XXX.tas.gov.au
https://dunalleyprimary.education.tas.edu.au/
https://stasonlinesubmission.education.tas.gov.au/

